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Welcome 2016-17 Co-ordinating Team 
 

WILVOS begin the new 2016-17 year with many 

familiar faces on the team.  Why is it so?  Possibly 

because these are the people who are willing to 

continue to contribute in other ways besides, or as 

well as,  actual active caring.  Thank you, and 

thank you to ALL WILVO members for your 

support of our wonderful organization. 

Some may think administration tasks are the most 

thankless side of caring, but  they are very 

important and the most difficult area in which to 

recruit helpers.  For myself, though I love writing 

regular articles for the local 

papers, I have to be honest and 

say that I loathe other 

paperwork aspects. On the 

other hand, I realize the 

importance of being able to 

provide statistics when we 

receive a request for details of 

wildlife injuries and deaths from government 

agencies who can help our wildlife long term. 

Judy Silwood once again collated all the reports 

from team members into a concise Annual Report 

document. Many thanks Judy!  I just did my usual 

and filled it with cute wildlife photos, because, 

really, who reads an Annual Report?  Years ago a 

dedicated corporate friend told me that Annual 

Reports were for those who did very little all year 

and saved their energy for producing a report that 

made them feel like they should be the CEO!   

Now I smile and think that if people like our 
Chairperson, Sylvia, really wrote down everything 

she achieved for WILVOS, in a yearly report,   

weôd   be   fast asleep before we read a tenth of it!   

Another quiet achiever, 

Rosemary, is also one 

who has just quietly  

managed  multitudes of 

miracles that we donôt 

even know about! 

On the other hand, 

throwing paperwork to 

the side, I do enjoy the 

educating of new carers.  

There we still manage to 

have many laughs to 

counteract the more 

serious, and sometimes 

depressing, situations.  

More than anything, wildlife carers need to have a 

great sense of humour to go with an endless 

amount of commonsense. 

Even while away recently, my phone would ring 

and animals could be quickly organized into the 

hands of carers. Technology can be wonderful for 

our wildlife in distress.   The day following my 

return from Charleville recently saw the whole day 

spent organizing placement of possums, 

distribution of aviaries and endeavouring to solve  

tricky wildlife problems.  Again, through it all, 

there was always time for a chuckle! 

Thank you to each and every one of  our 2015-16 

Management Committee and Co-ordinating Team 

and the very best to those who will be working 

through the next year of trials and 

tribulations.........Donna Brennan   
 

 

REMINDER: FOR THOSE ACTIVE CARERS WHO 

HAVE NOT REJOINED, YOUR REHABILITATION 

PERMIT HAS EXPIREDðFEES WERE DUE ON 30TH 

JUNE 2016. 

Chairperson, Sylvia 
Whiting OAM, 
prepares for another 
year of hard work. 



P lan a visit to  the Charleville Bilby Experience 
 
Charleville hosted the recent inaugural ñFur Ballò on 

the 10th September, 2016. It was a fun weekend and will be 
an annual event on the wildlife calendar.  National Bilby 
Day is held on the second Sunday in September each year. 
A steam train, the ñDawnie Expressò, named after Save the 
Bilby Fund patron Dawn Fraser, ran out to Charleville with 
overnight stops at Toowoomba and Roma.  (A diesel loco 
added a little óoomphô for some of the way!) .   
On the way out, the railway stations in the country towns 
were crowded with people, some with bands playing and 
others with people in historic dress.  School kids would be 
lined up waving from the school yards.  Some vehicles, 
such as the ópurple uteô driven by a young fellow with his 
girlfriend, followed along with the train all the way out, 
amidst regular exchanges of yelling and waving! 
About half an hour out of Charleville on the Friday 
afternoon there was the most wonderful downfall of rain.  
The paddocks were awash with water and the countryside 
looked beautiful. The train engine and carriages were 
sparkling! There was a great reception waiting at the 
Charleville Railway Station.  There was fellow WILVOS 
possum carer, Julie Watson, on the platform! 
On the trip out and back, people wandered up and down the 
train carriages,  meeting new people, and vying for a seat in 
the dining car.  Some who hadnôt planned on going to the 
Fur Ball decided to hit the Charleville óop shopô to find 
suitable regalia.  
One gentleman turned up at the ball looking very ódapperô.  
On closer inspection, his white cravat was a white linen  tea 
towel, and his cufflinks were plastic clothesline pegs. This 
was all topped off with a sprinkling of glitter! It was all for 
a good cause! It was good to catch up with Totally Wildôs 
Ranger Stacey, who was  the glamorous hostess of the Ball. 
After a night of  dancing and frivolity to midnight and 
beyond, train goers were not looking too bright as they 
boarded the 8am train out  of Charleville on the Sunday 
morning. Nevertheless, the train trip home was just as much 
fun, and Iôm sure our carriage was voted the noisiest! 

I sent a photo of the Saturday afternoon in the 
main street of Charleville to our treasurer, 
Annette, to remind her of her old hometown.  
Annette responded that it hadnôt changed in 
forty years!  The horse rider appeared just as I 
clicked the photo! 

The ñDawnie 
Expressò on the 
Brisbane to 
Toowoomba 
leg of the 
journey. 

Dawn Fraser cuts the 
ribbon at the official 
opening ceremony, 
helped by Save the Bilby 
Fund CEO Kevin 
Bradley and Charleville 
Mayor Annie Liston. 
This is worth a  visit, as 
not too many people 
have seen a live Bilby 
and they are 
entertaining, busy  little 
animals.   
The presentation and 
displays are educational 
and inspiring. 

Charleville has some very  interesting places to 
visitðthe Cosmos Centre, and the Royal Flying 
Doctor Centre are very popular with visitors. The 
Bilby Experience will join them at the top of the 
list!   
I particularly enjoyed the WWII tour on the 
Saturday morning, not knowing the history of  
American troops in Charleville during the second 
world war. The re-creation of the site is amazing. 
I was sorry to miss the yellow-footed rock wallabies 
at the Parks and Wildlife Office. They were closed 
for the weekend. Next time!                   .......  Donna 



More wildlife carers!!! 
I would love to see wildlife care 
organizations train those of their  
volunteers who are interested in 
wildlife rehabilitation.  Surely 
amongst those volunteers willing 
to scrub out cages and ópick up 
pooô there are many who would 
love to take home wildlife and 
actively care for an animal, or 
two. 
Come onðyouôve got a captured 
audience thereðdonôt let them 
escape! 

FOR ALL CALLS REQUIRING A SNAKE CATCHER: 

Please give this number:  Snake Catchers 24/7 Hotline  0409 536 

WILVOS have had so many competent 
wildlife rehabilitators and phone roster 
personnel  join the ranks in 2016. 
 I donôt know what happened at the 
February induction day but we ended up 
with more dedicated, committed WILVO  
members than ever before recruited on 
just one day. ..and theyôre stayers! 
Willing to learn about all wildlife, our 
2016 carers have taken on the challenges 
of the different species.   Never hesitant 
to ring up and ask for advice, you are all 
doing a great job.  Thank you all carers. 
Claude, another legend who also joined 
that day, and does the hotline every  
Sunday 3pm to 9pm, has just finished 
telling me how Rikki, Melanie, Rebecca, 
and Angela are always so obliging when 
called upon during her Sunday shift, and 
Claude said they need to be commended. 
It always seems a feast or a famine with 
wildlife and willing carers are so 
welcome when the springtime  injured 
and orphaned wildlife suddenly appear! 
Thank you also to those who are unable 
to actively rehabilitate, but are happy to 
transport.  It is most appreciated. 

Terrie Ridgwayôs car is loaded up with 
wildlife friendly netting.  Those who 
know Terrie know that when she is on 
a mission, there is no stopping that 
girl! 
When called out for a flying fox 
caught in some of the cruel  netting 
that is used on fruit trees, Terrie 
rescues the wildlife and then  supplies 
the tree owner with some replacement 
netting which doesn't result in the 
entanglement and death of wildlife. 
Sauers Produce & Garden Centre at 
Cooroy have offered a good deal for 
the specific netting. 

With summer fast approaching it is a good idea to check that there is 
something in the swimming pool (thick rope, shadecloth) to allow 
accidental bathers to climb out.  Even pet water dishes can lead to 
drownings of little animals.  I had a call for a feathertail glider in a 
dogôs tub of water last year,  so always leave a stick in the bowl to 
provide access out.  The foam-like frangipani flowers from discount 
stores, can be floated in the pool to provide an emergency landing 
point for little birds when skimming across the water too carelessly. 

Oxbow Critical Care or Vetafarm Critta Care is 

recommended for use with ringtail possum joeys from 80g. 

(Some  have used it even younger.)   See the Australian 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Conference website 2010 Herbivore 

Nutrition Supplements, presented by Beverley Young OAM 

of Sydney Wildlife. 

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE read these Case Histories. 

One of the presenters at this years Wildlife  Conference  

stated that wildlife caring is in danger of reverting to the dark 

ages because of the use of social media sites  such as 

Facebook.  These sites serve a purpose, but ensure you are 

getting the correct information.  It really is just plain scarey 

some of the misinformation that is on the internet. 

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE use reliable internet sources 

W e are all sorry  to lose Jill Zimmerman now she has moved down to the Gold Coast.  Weôll miss you Jill!   
Jill is happy to come back and do a reptile training workshop 
with us again in the future. 
Welcome to Lewis Rohun the new reptile coordinator. 

Congratulations, Kathy Earsman, on your successful foray into the 

feathertail glider world!  Some carers are so wary of these little 

creatures but if treated according to development stage and not tiny 

size, they do well.  They like nectar and solids offered after each feed 

at a very early age. 

Terrie Ridgwayôs oil recipe for 
constipation in possum joeys. 
 

ñI have found that a 50/50 
combination of cold pressed virgin 
olive oil and hemp oil is gentle and 
works beautifully.  I give 4 drop from a 
1 ml syringe in one milk feed of 7 to 8 
ml, 3 drops in a 5 to 6ml feed, and 2 
drops under that.  It also helps if some 
oil can be introduced into the cloaca 
by very gentle massage.ò 



WILVOS FOOD SUBSIDY 
Please keep your receipts so you can claim a food 
subsidy if you qualify for same.  If you wish to apply for 
a subsidy, please request a food subsidy claim form 
through enquiries@wilvos.org.au or post in a request for 
a form to the PO Box.   
  
*Please fill in the form and attach receipts and a copy of 
your fauna returns for the time the subsidy is claimed. 
Otherwise there will be no response. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: To qualify for the food subsidy the 
following guidelines must be followed: 
¶ Species Co-ordinator must have been advised when 
animals  came into careðsee their details  in this 
newsletter. 

¶ Release Officer advised prior to release. 
¶ Copies of fauna returns to be attached to the claims. 
(Originals to be sent in normally, to 
returns@wilvos.org.au  or by post.) 

¶ The minimum of two WILVO workshops per year to 
be attended by carer, as is necessary to retain  permit. 

¶ The person claiming must be an active WILVO carer 
listed on the Contact List.  People may belong to any 
number of wildlife care organizations but must 
decide with which one they are óactiveô. This has 
been done at the request of other major wildlife 
rehabilitation groups in Queensland.  Unfortunately, 
people were joining and sourcing benefits from a 
number of groups, but were accountable to none of 
them.  Animals were not being registered with co-
ordinators and release details were not recorded. 

¶ A minimum amount of $80, and maximum amount 
of $300 has been spent over a 3 month period. The 
subsidy does not cover costs of expensive extra items 
such as mice, mealworms, crickets etc  It is the 
responsibility of carers to grow their own, or entice 
someone else to grow them for you! Similarly, with 
fruit/vegetables, carers should seek out sources from 
local fruit and vegetable suppliers.  As these are a 
supplement only with most  species, they should not 
form a major part of the diet of any wildlife in care. 
Marsupial carers will receive subsidy for their 
formula, not for items such as Impact. 

¶ Subsidy will be assessed  at the cheapest available 
price for the product. 

It would naturally be expected that those receiving the 
subsidy reciprocate in some way to show appreciation to 
the organization  ie doing at least one shift a month on 
the phone, as all carers are expected to do.  We are all 
extremely busy but it lightens the load when the chores 
are shared. 
Formula or food is not to be passed on to anyone outside 
WILVOS. 

A   couple of years ago a member 
of the public from 
near Cooroy rang up 
about this  possum 
that had the majority 
of its tail missing.  It 
was good to hear 
recently that this 
possum is still being 
sighted, and is still a 
robust, healthy 
fellow. 

 

EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES : 
Milk  Powder, Teats, Bottles, pouches/car carry bags for possums and macropods, Oxbow Critical Care, Wild 
Forage (brilliant product for any recovering  wildlife) or Charcoal Powder.  Phone/Email  Donna. 
Possum Boxes/ Dreys available when animals reach size requiring same.  Phone/Email Sylvia. 
Pet and produce shops may give a discount.  Please show your Membership Card when buying food for wildlife.  
The best food we can give our animals is what they would be eating in the wild. Supplement foods are just that! 
Needless to say there are supplements such as Calcium that are necessary. 
           10% discount Mad About Pets, Nambour                                           20% discount Petstock, Noosaville 

Animal Repellers as a deterrent 
 

At a recent possum workshop I was asked by 
attendees about what  could be used to deter 
neighboursô cats from coming into their yard. 
Soon after that I was talking to a friend from 
Cairns who had a continual problem with cats 
coming into their yard and killing the wild birdlife.  
They bought a sonic cat and dog repeller from 
their local hardware store.  They said this really 
did  work. 
Ideally the best solution is to trap the cat and take 
it to the pound.  As with straying dogs, hitting 
owners in the pocket does encourage people to be 
more responsible as a pet owner.  This doesnôt 
always do much for good neighbourly relations so 
the sonic repellers might be a better option. 
Feedback on their effectiveness would be good. 
Email:  enquiries@wilvos.org.au if you find these 
repellers do or do not achieve the desired result. 
As I write this I am so so angry with cat owners 
who donôt contain their cats.  For four years I  
have had two guinea pigs in my back yard.  Today 
I heard one squeaking and found it in a cats mouth.  
Why should this be acceptable? 

AUSSIE BACKYARD BIRD COUNT 

The third annual Aussie Backyard 
Bird Count is underway during 
National Bird Week from the 17th 
to 23rd October 2016. 
Download the Aussie Bird Count 
app or visit aussiebirdcount.org.au 
for more details. 
You will be surprised how many different 
species visit your backyard. 


